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In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97-1.98, and 
supplemental to Applicants' previously filed Information Disclosure Statements, Applicants 
hereby bring the following information to the attention of the Examiner, which includes 
information cited and discussed in a Japanese Official Action (copy attached) dated April 20, 
2010 issued in connection with the Japanese counterpart application. 

Applicants note that JP 2002-20255A and JP 5-97640A10-17447 A are already of record 
so that additional copies are not submitted herewith and these documents are not listed on the 
form submitted herewith. 

Moreover, family member WO 00/57849 Al of JP 2002-540134 A, and family member 
WO 94/14406 Al of JP 8-504816 A are submitted herewith. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the Japanese Office Action 
and the information cited therein. Copies of the above-noted documents, except for the 
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documents already of record, are attached hereto and all of the above-noted documents are listed 
on the attached PTO-1449 Form. The Examiner is requested to initial the appropriate spaces on 
the attached Form and to return a copy of the completed form to Applicants with the next official 
communication in the present application. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(e), the undersigned hereby states that each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. Of course, this statement 
does not apply to information that has previously been cited by Applicants or the Examiner in the 
present application as that information is already of record and no certification is necessary. 

Moreover, this communication was not received by any individual designated in §1.56 (c) 
more than thirty days prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

Therefore, no fee is believed necessary. However, if any fee is required for consideration 
of this disclosure statement, including any fee under 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p), Applicants hereby 
authorize that any required fee be charged to Deposit Account No. 1 9-0089. 

Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the below-listed telephone number. 




Reg. No. 29,027 



May 20, 2010 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1 950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston, VA 20191 
(703)716-1191 
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